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Received with Gov’ Dobbs’s Letter to the Board dated the 4" of Jan” 
llega 


[B. P. R. O. Norry Carorina. B. T. Vor. 12. 0. 81.] 





Gov? Dobbs’ Proposal of a Copper coinage for the Province of North 
Carolina. 


[Rect with Gov. Dobbs’ letter dated 4 Jan® 1756. | 


In case the Assembly approve of the Bill for erecting a Loan Office to 
support the credit of a Paper Currency to be lent out at interest upon 
Land, Mortgages Deposits of plate or valuable commodities Then it 
will properly come under their consideration whether it would be of bene- 
fit to this Colony to apply for a small copper coinage with a proper de- 
vice on the reverse for the use of this Colony to be coined at the Mint 
in the Tower of London upon our furnishing the copper & paying for 
the expense of the coinage in the same manner as His Majesty and the 
Treasury have granted it to the Kingdom of Ireland viz:—That such a 
quantity of copper may be coined from time to time as the Gov’ & Council 
for the time being shall apply for in the whole not exceeding 50 Tons as 
may be found reasonable for the use of the Colony and that no Jess a 
quantity than 5 Tons be coined at one time that the coinage should be 
made of the same goodness and value of the English Half pence in pro- 
portion as Proclamation money bears to English sterling money That the 
coinage shall be struck into half pence, pence and two-penny pieces the 
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English coinage being struck at twenty three pence out of the pound of 
copper the Carolina coin may be proportioned that 82 pence may be 
struck out of the pound of copper and the small addition of one penny 
in the pound lighter than the proportion betwixt the English and Caro- 
lina copper coin may go towards paying for the commission coinage and 
freight and the allowance to a person for issuing and receiving the value 
for the coin delivered in the Province ‘That as soon as the coin is 
issued as many of the small paper bills of credit under the value of a 
shilling shall be called in by proclamation and shall be burnt which shall 
be paid -for out of the money raised to sink the paper currency and so 
from time to time until all the small bills already issued be ealled in. 
If this scheme for a copper coinage be found agreeable then the Assem- 
bly and Council may address the Governor to write to the Treasury by 
Memorial to have His Maj. letter for that purpose without loss of time. 
The charges attending the purchase of a ton of copper cut into proper 
fillets for coinage delivered into the Mint and for the charges & fees for 
the coinage as delivered from the copper company and the Warden of 
the Mint stand thus: 
Each pound of copper cut into proper fillets for the Mint 

about 15 three quarter pence per pound which as only 

2000 weight goes to the Ton would amount to in Eng- 


lish money ; ; ; ‘ ‘ £131.5.0 
The charge of coinage one ton of copper as delivered from 
the Wardens of the Mint amounts to per ton . : £47.13.4 
Total charge : ; : ; £178.18.4 
The total value in Proclamation money in Carolina of a 
ton of copper coined of 2000 weight to the ton at 32 
pence per pound is £266.13.4 which is in English money 200.-.-— 
Profit upon the coinage in English money above 10 per 
cent. ; ; : 3 : ; 21.18.4 
But if 112 pounds of copper goes to the 100 weight of 
copper then the value of 2240 pounds weight of copper 
at 15 three quarter pence per pound is i : 147.-.- 
And charge of coinage. : : 3 : 47.13.4 
Total charge ; : : ; £194.13.4 


The total value of a ton of copper of 2240 pound weight 

eoined into pence at 32 pence per pound amounts to in 

Proclamation money in Carolina £298.13.4 which re- 

duced into English Sterling is - ; : 224.—.- 
Profit upon the Coinage in English money ‘ z 29.6.8 


bee le! 
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Which is above 13 per cent profit, the surplus of which after paying 
commission, freight insurance and expense, in exchanging it here for 


value to purchase more copper might go towards answering the contin- 


gences of Government. 


Five tons of copper coined would amount to in Procla- 
mation money here. Sabet ats. : 1331.13.4 
The whole fifty tons when toed a tay : . £13,316.13.4 


In each coinage two tons to be coined into half pence one and a half 


ton into pence and one and a half ton into Two pence 


{B. P. R. O. Nortu Caronina. B. T. Vor. 12. C. 50.) 





My Lorps, [or THE Boarp or TRADE] 

Having fully wrote to you by two Ships one of w®™ sailed from Oca- 
cock Bar and the other from Cape Fear, wherein I have sent you several 
Papers Addresses and Memorials relative to the proceedings of this 
Assembly, and the Advantage of this, Province, to w™ I beg leave to 
refer, 

I did not intend to trouble your Lordships any further until the Ses- 
sion of Assembly should be over, which is now coming to a happy con- 
clusion, But as I hear a Ship is ready to sail from Virginia immediately, 
and I have received a pressing Address from the House of Assembly 
delivered by the Speaker at the Head of the House recommended to me to 
be laid before Your Lordships in order to have Your Approbation to lay 
it before his Majesty, I cou’d not neglect taking the present ppennetty 
of laying it before Your Lordships / 

Upon my coming over as I acquainted Your Lords ships that I found 
it wou’d be prudent to suspend the Repeal of several of the Laws until 
the Conclusion of the first Session of Assembly, particularly about the 
Election of Members, the Courts of Justice, and the repealing the Acts 
for establishing several Counties and Towns as it wou’d delay the calling 
the first Assembly and put the Electors into Confusion and it wou’d take 
up a considerable time to prepare Charters, and in the unsettled State of 
the province & their present Divisions wou’d have had a very bad Effect, 
and as no Taxes had been levyed upon account of the one half of the Prov- 
ince denying the Validity of the late Laws, the other part also refused 
to pay, so that it was absolutely necessary for His Majesty’s Service upon 
the present Emergency & French Invasion to lose no time in calling the 
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Heaven and Earth could guide the Balls from the Rifles of the 
Regulators to fly over the Heads of our Troops in the Day of Battle, 
as they did by ten Thousands: which otherwise, as they were at 


least tive Times the Number of our Troops, must have cut them off 


by Hundreds, and left the Pield a dismal Scene of Blood and 


Carnage. 


(BaP) kh. OO. NORTH CaRneLixa 3B, To) Vitis ATs) 


Av tue Covrr or St James's, the 7* Day of June 1771, 
Present 
The Kings most Excellent Majesty in Couneil. 

Whereas by the Commission under the Great Seal of Great Britain 
the Governor in Council and Assembly of his Majesty's Colony of 
North Carolina are authorized and empowered to make constitute 
and ordain Laws Statutes and Ordinances for the public Peace Wel- 
fare and God Government of the said Colony which Laws Statutes 
and Ordinances are to be as near as conveniently may be agreeable 
to the Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom and are to be transmitted 
for his Majesty’s Royal approbation or disallowance; and whereas m 
pursuance of the said powers two Acts were passed in the said 
Colony in December 1768, and transmitted intituled as follows, viz‘, 

1* An Act to encourage the importation of Brittish Copper Half 
pence and for making them a Tender for the payment of small 
Debts. a, 

2" An Act for declaring certain Lots in the Town of New Bern 
taken up by the Trustees for promoting the Public School in the 
said Town saved and improved according to Law and to impower 
the said Trustees to collect the subscriptions due to the said school; 
which acts together, His Majesty taking the same into consideration 
was pleased with the advice of his Privy Council to declare his dis- 
allowance of the said -Acts, and pursuant to his Majesty’s Royal 
pleasure thereupon expressed the said Acts are hereby disallowed 
Declared void and of none effect. Whereupon the Governor or 
Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s said Colony of North Carolina 
for the time being and all others whom it may concern are to take 
notice and goyern themselves accordingly. 
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We never heard of any proposals made about the year 1733, for an American 
eoinage ; however, No. 28. has the appearance of a pattern piece for some 
such scheme: it has the King’s head laureat, inscribed, GEORGIUS Ii. D. G, 


REX. end on the reverse a leafed rose crowned, inscribed, rosa AMERICANA 173% 
~—CitLe buLCL “Phe only piece we know of, is in the collection of Thomas 
Hollis, lusq.3 we have also seen a proof of the head in steel, said to he struck on 


that metal to shew how malleable they could make it hy smelting it with pit 


coal, by a scheme then on foot. 


In 1754 a proposal was sent over here for approbation, from Arthur Dobbs, 
Msq. Governor of North Carolina, for to coin copper money for that colony, to 
consist of pieces of the value ot two-pence, one penny, and an halfpenny of their 
curreney, which was in proportion to that of Ingland as four to three; the 
quantity proposed to be coined to be such as the Governor and Council of Caro. 
lina should think proper, but not to exceed 50 tons, they delivering the copper 
into the mint, paying all expences and fees attending the coinage, and to have 
such a device on them as should be thought proper. His letter with the pro- 
posals were sent down from the treasury, June 24, to the officers of the mint to 
consider of them, and give their opinion on the most proper method to put them 
mM execution ; in answer to which it was proposed, that one half of what should 
be coined should be in halfpence of such a size, that 61 pieces was to make 1 Ib. 
weight aypir. one fourth should consist of two-penny pieces, and the other fourth 
of penny pieces, of a proportional weight to the halfpence, the remedy to be ;. 
part of a lb. wt. avoirdupoize, and this not by design, but accident; to per- 
form them at the same price as those for Ireland, five-pence per lb. wt. for the 
master, and 20s. per hund. to the deputy comptroller; the proportion as to 
the number of each sort to be Kept, as an increase in the number of half- 
pence would inerease the expence, one side to have the king’s effigies, with 
GCEORGIUS Ti. REX. on the reverse the arms of North Carolina, inscribed, ser. 
CAROLINA, and under it the date of the year; we apprehend it rested here, 
and was never put in execution. 


A View of the Cotns struck in the Iste of Man. 


MENILE fsle of Man lies between England and Ireland, nearly equidistant from 
both: it became subject to the Kings of Norway very earlyjand was go- 
verned by kines dependent upon them ; as 1, Godred, the son of Sirric, who died 
1066: 2. Fingal; 3, Godred Crovan, who died 1082; 4, Lagman, who died 
1089: 5, Dopnald, sent from Ireland ; 6, Olave, son of Godred, from 1111 to 
1144; 7, Godred his son till 1187: he was also king of Ireland; 8, Raignald ; 
and 3, Olave his son till 1237. Vide Speed’s theatre of Great Britain, Pp. 92. 


Under some of these princes we apprehend were struck the five first pieces in 
the small plate annexed, but to which to ascribe them is uncertain, as we can- 
not make out any name upon them, and the greatest presumption we have of 
their belonging to these kings is, that they were found in that Island. The 
time when published wethink was included between the years 1100 and 1200, 

and 
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master, and 20s. per hund. to the deputy comptroller: the proportion as to 
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submitted to the officers of the mint, this scheme was not fully 
approved, and no action was taken to carry it into effect. 
About the year 1715, a project was discussed for organizing 
and establishing “a private Bank in yet England,” but this 
was presently abandoned. 
On July 14, 1748, Alexander Cuming, Bart., suggested that 
a coinage of £200, 000 sterling should S struck in athe Tower 
of London, to serve as the basis of a Provincial Bank for all 
the British Plantations of America, to be a bank of issue, re- 
dceming its bills, on demand, in gold and silver, the said bills 
to be made current in all the colonies to the abolishment of 
local issues of inferior value like those of New England and 
Carolina, then sometime in use. This suggestion was regarded =:° - 
as chimerical, being, perhaps, too honest and business-like, to- =. NEUE 
suit the grasping policy generally followed tow ote cece by fees SS 
the Lords of the British Treasury.“ ~~ oes ae ip 
. . In 1754, Arthur Dobbs, Esq., then Goce of North. ees 
* Carolina, asked official ee for a coinage of copper. © 
money for that colony, the picces coined to be of the value of = 
two-pence, one penny, and an half penny Carolina currency, - 
which was one-fourth less value by denomination than the 
British standard. The amount of this coinage was to be lim- 
ited to fifty tons weight. Upon reference of this matter to 
the officers of the mint, such a coinage was planned, to consist 
one-fourth of two-pence, one-fourth of pennies, and one-half 
of half-pence—the half-pence were to be of such a size, that 
sixty-one of them should weigh one pound avoirdupois, the 
other pieces being made in proportion. The copper being de- 
livered to the mint free of cost, was to be minted as described, 
"at the usual rate of five pence per pound, with an allowance XX 
for necessary waste of one part in forty-five, or Jess, as should 
. be found actual in practice. The obverse of these coins were 
to bear the king’s effigies, and the legend GEORGIUS II. 
REX, and on the reverse the arms of North Carolina inscribed . 
SEPT. CAROLINA, and i in Exergue beneath the date of the 
coinage. 
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and directed to give such plaintiff a Deed or Bill of Sale for the same, in 
the same manner as he might have done, had the Land, Goods or Chattels 
been sold at Publick Vendue. 

IV. Provided, That in Case any person Shall Conceive himself Aggrieved 
by such Valuation made as aforesaid, he may appeal to the Next Inferior 
Court of the County wherein such Lands or Chattels may be, who on 
Examination may appoint one other Justice and two other Freeholders to 
proceed in a Second Valuation of the said Lands or Chattels, under the 
aforesaid Oath and Regulations, upon which valuation returned to the next 
Court, the Justices shall Judge upon the same without appeal, and the Sheriff 
and parties shall proceed as aforesaid. 

V. Provided always, That nothing in this Act Contained shall be Deemed 
or Construed to extend to any Execution or Executions for any Debt or 
debts payable to his majesty, to this province, or to Merchants in Great 
Britain, or to any Execution already levied. 

VI. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the 
Sheriff or other officer shall be and is hereby intitled to receive the Sum 
of Two Shillings and eight pence for each and every Justice and freehclder 
so summoned, and every Justice and Freeholder that shall neglect or refuse 
to attend, unless prevented by sickness or some other sufficient Cause, he 
or they so neglecting or Refusing, shall forfeit and pay the sum of Five 
pounds, to be recovered in the Inferior Court of the County by Action of 
Debt, and applied to the use of the Parish. 

VII. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that this Act 
shall continue and be in force, for and during the term of One Year, and 
from thence to the end of the next Session of Assembly and no longer. 


CHAPTER XV. 


An Act to Encourage the Importation of British Copper Half-pence and for 
making Them a Tender for the Payment of small Debts. 


I. Whereas, the Importation of British Copper Half-Pence into this 
Province and making them a tender for the payment of small Debts will be 
found of great Utility to the Inhabitants, 

Il. Be it Enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly, and by the 
Authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act, British 
Copper Half-Pence shall be received and taken in all payments at the rate — 
of Twelve of the said Half-pence for One Shilling Proclamation Money. 

Ill. Provided always, That no person shall be Obliged to receive miore 
than the value of ten Shillings, Proclamation Money, in such oe -pence for 
the Payment of any Debt whatsoever. 

_IV. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That this Act 
shall be and continue in force for and during the term and Space of five 
Years from the passing thereof and no longer. ' 


CHAPTER XVII. 


An Act to Continue an Act, intitled an Act to amend an Act, intitled an Act 
for the Regulation of the Town of Wilmington. 


I. Whereas, the before recited Act has been found Greatly to Contribute 
to the Good Regulation of the Town of Wilmington, and the time of its 
Continuance being near Expiring, 


Colonial Records of North Carolina, Vol.VIII, p. G. 
Letter from Governor William Tryon to Lord Hillsborough dated 
Brunswich, North Carolina, January 10, 1769. The letter forwarded 


the text of miscellaneous acts with Tryon's observations. 


"tAn Act to encourage the importation of British copper half pence,! 
Will facilitate the purchase of small articles; at present a four penny 


proclamation bill is the lowest charge." 
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Colonial Records of North Carolina Vol. V. p. 1219. 


Address of Gove Arthur Dobbs to North Carolina Assembly on 
October 26, 175k. 


"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF HIS MAJESTY'S COUNCIL, MR. SPEAKER 

AND GENTLEMEN OF THE ASSEMBLY, 

"T leave it to your Consideration whether it would be of Public 
benefit when the Number of small Paper Bills are so much worn 
and diminished that you should concur in ordering a reasonable 
sum of the Money Granted by Parliament to this Province to be 
emitted over in the Copper coin of Britain or in such coin as his 
Majesty may be pleased to order to be coined in the Town of Lond- 
on of equal Value for this Province which will be of great use to 


the poor in the Markets of this Province," 
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The State Records of North Carolina, Vol.XXV, pe 515. Law passed by 
North Carolina at November session, 1768, but declared void by the 


King's Council at Court of St. James on June 7, 1771. 


CHAPTER XV. 


"AN Act to Encourage the Importation of British Copper Half-pence and for 
making Them a Tender for the Payment of small Debts. 

I. Whereas, the Importation of British Copper Half-Pence into this 
Province and making them a tender for the payment of small Debts will be 
found of great Utility to the Inhabitants, 

II. Be it Enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly, and by the 
Authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act, British 
Copper Half-Pence shall be received and taken in all payments at the rate 
of Twelve of the said Half-pence for One Shilling Proclamation Money. 

IIIT. Provided always, That no person shall be Obliged to receive more 
than the value of ten Shillings, Proclamation Money, in such half-pence for 
the Payment of any Debt whatsoever. 

IV. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That this Act 
shall be and continue in force for and during the term and Space of five 


Years from the passing thereof and no longer." 


Colonial Records of North Carolina, Vol. VIII, p. 266. 
Letter from Board of Trade to Governor William Tryon of North 


Carolina dated Whitehall, Dec. 12, 1770. (B.P.R.O. North Carolina 
BeT. Vol. 23) : 


"The Law for introducing a Circulation of British Copper half- 

pence seems to have been well intentioned, but besides that it 

is a regulation, which, in the nature of it ought not to have 
been made without the King's Consent previously obtained, and 
does also authorize the passing those halfpence at a rate greatly 
beyond their intrinsick Value, the Law itself is without any of 
those Guards necessary to prevent the introduction of that base 
Copper Coin which has so fraudulently prevailed, and been so much 
complained of in this Kingdom; and therefore we have thought 


fit to propose that it should be disalloweds * * * 
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Colonial Records of North Carolina, Vol. V. pe 96. 


Address of Governor Arthur Dobbs to North Carolina Assembly 

given Sept. 25, 1755 (B.P.R.O. North Carolina B.eT. No. 26) 

"T am sensible of the difficulty this Province lies under from the 
scarcity of coin or bullion and our paper currency not having credit to 
pass in our neighbouring Colonies, I must therefore earnestly request 
you to support the credit of your Bills by giving what may be hereafter 
issued a security on your lands and laying a sufficient penalty upon those 
who reside in this Province who shall give any preference to Gold or 
Silver at a discount upon our Bills or who shall for the future c ontract 
for gold or silver and refuse to take our paper currency in payment for 
goods sold in our neighbouring Colonies. This will effectually support 
our credit when our neighbours can pay the ballance due to this Prov- 
ince in our own Bills. I must also at the same time recommend to you 
to apply for a proper Copper coinage for this Province to be coined in 


the Mint in England,it being of great consequence in all your markets." 
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